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change that negative attitude of passive endorsement. The
suffering to be undergone by the change will be nothing
compared to the physical suffering and the moral loss we
must incur in trying the way of war. And the sufferings
of war harm both the parties. The sufferings in following
the way of peace must benefit both. They will be like the
pleasurable travail of a new birth.

The way of peace is the way of truth. Truthfulness
is even more important than peacefulness. Indeed, lying
is the mother of violence. A truthful man cannot long re-
main violent. He will perceive in the course of his search
that he has no need to be violent, and he will further dis-
2over that so long as there is the slightest trace of vio-
lence in him, he will fail to find the truth he is searching.
Young India, 20-5-'26
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WHY I ASSISTED IN WAR
I do believe that, where there is only a choice between
cowardice and violence, I would advise violence. Thus
when my eldest son asked me what he should have done,
had he been present when I was almost fatally assaulted
in 1908, whether he should have run away and seen me
killed or whether he should have used his physical force
which he could and wanted to use, and defended me, I
told him that it was his duty to defend me even by using
violence. Hence it was that I took part in the Boer War,
the so-called Zulu Rebellion and the late War. Hence also
do I advocate training in arms for those who believe in
the method of violence. I would rather have India resort
to arms in order to defend her honour than that she would,
in a cowardly manner, become or remain a helpless wit-
ness to her own dishonour.